








Millions of years ago, when saber-tooth 
tigers and giant sloths roamed the wild plains 
of Southern California, the wind and the rain 
and the other inexorable forces of erosion 
were slowly carving out of the surrounding 
mountains a vast amphitheatre, large enough 
to accommodate tens of thousands of specta¬ 
tors and with acoustics more nearly perfect 
than man has ever since been able to achieve. 
Today the Hollywood Bowl is one of the great 
natural wonders of the world, that each year 
draws visitors from every state of the union 
and almost every foreign country to enjoy 
the breathtaking beauty of its hill-girt setting 
and share the enchantment of the world- 
renowned Symphonies Under the Stars. It is 
also a monument to the courage and foresight 
of a few public-spirited citizens who recog¬ 
nized and helped to realize its manifest des¬ 
tiny as one of the major musical meccas of our 
nation. 

The early history of the Hollywood Bowl is 
lost in the mists of time, but it is more than 
probable that the Shoshones built their camp¬ 
fires and wove their baskets in its secluded 
shelter, and it is a matter of record that Father 
Junipero Serra, who founded the California 
missions, intoned Mass there and built his 
chapel not far away on the crest of Cahuenga 
Pass. It was not until the middle of the nine¬ 
teenth century, however, that formal claim 
was laid to the land, and then by a camel- 
trader from Smyrna who had been sent to 
California by the American government to 
solve the problem of transportation in the 
desert. Greek George found no solution; in¬ 
stead he sold his camels to a circus and 
bought 160 acres of land, at $1.25 per acre, 
including the property that is now the Holly¬ 
wood Bowl. In the years that followed, it 
changed hands many times, each year in¬ 
creasing in value, until today the 70 acres 
that comprise the Hollywood Bowl grounds 
are valued at well over $2,000,000. 


It was shortly after the first World War that 
the newly formed Community Park and Art 
Association purchased the property, known 
then as "Daisy Dell," as the site for various 
civic and cultural functions. In 1921, under 
the dynamic leadership of Mrs. J. J. (Artie 
Mason) Carter, the first Easter Sunrise Serv¬ 
ice was presented at the Bowl, with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic playing under the 
direction of Walter Henry Rothwell. It proved 
such a resounding success that Mrs. Carter 
was encouraged to seek public support for a 
regular series of summer symphony concerts 
in the Bowl. 

Her enthusiasm was instantly contagious. 
School children collected pennies for the pro¬ 
ject. Businessmen rolled up their sleeves and 
built benches and the first rough "shell" of 
boards and canvas. The students of Holly¬ 
wood High School produced "Twelfth Night" 
and contributed the money they raised to buy 
lighting equipment. Finally, on July 11, 1922, 
conductor Alfred Hertz raised his baton, and 
the first chords of Wagner's "Rienzi" Overture 
proclaimed the official opening of Sympho¬ 
nies Under the Stars in the Hollywood Bowl. 

The rest is history. Since that memorable 
Tuesday evening almost ten million men and 
women have listened spellbound to more than 
a thousand symphony and Saturday night 
Pops concerts, and hundreds of thousands 
more have taken part in the patriotic rallies 
and special events that have made the Bowl 
one of the country's most important public 
forums. The early benches and makeshift 
platform have long ago been supplanted by 
20,000 permanent seats and a huge modern 
shell, 45 feet high and 60 feet deep, that pro¬ 
vides a flawless sounding board for the music 
performed on the enormous stage. Constant 
improvements over the years have made the 
Bowl the most perfectly equipped outdoor 
auditorium in the world. 

(Continued on page 5 ) 
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join to delight the eye with light and shadow, 
catch the ear with magic of music, and stir 
the imagination with the very magnitude of 
this, the world's largest natural amphitheatre. 


The acoustics of Hollywood Bowl 
are so perfect that the softest notes 
float out clearly over the great hush 
of thousands of listeners. 


Amazingly, the glow from myr¬ 
iad tiny match flames transforms the 
Bowl into a jeweled diadem of fantas¬ 
tic beauty during intermission at a 
Hollywood Bowl "Pops" Concert. 


Each summer the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra, noted guest 
conductors, and renowned soloists 
bring Symphonies Under the Stars to 
several hundred thousand music 
lovers. 














Evergreen trees on the Bowl 
grounds, many planted as living trib¬ 
utes to noted citizens, complement the 
rocky hillsides that form the amphi¬ 
theatre. 


Nearly 20,000 persons can be 
seated comfortably, and there are ad¬ 
jacent parking facilities for thousands 
of motor cars. 


The familiar orchestra shell, 
usually the focal point at concerts and 
meetings, weighs 120 tons but is often 
moved on its own track and hidden 
behind an adjacent hill during pag¬ 
eants, operas, ballets, and dramatic 
offerings. 
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Through the decades the Bowl has had its 
ups and downs, its triumphs and its tribula¬ 
tions its spectacular successes and, occasion¬ 
ally, its desperate crises. Its darkest hour 
came in 1951 when, after the first week of 
concerts, the Board of Directors announced to 
a shocked world that a combination of cir¬ 
cumstances had forced the closing of the sea¬ 
son. For the first time in its history, the Holly¬ 
wood Bowl faced immediate disaster. 

But Los Angeles refused to surrender one 
of its most beloved institutions without a fight. 
An emergency committee was formed and, 
with Mrs. Norman Chandler as its chairman, 
dramatically ordered the Hollywood Bowl 
reopened. Funds were hastily raised, a corps 
of volunteers marshalled to the cause, and a 
group of world-famous conductors and solo¬ 
ists invited to contribute their services to the 
crusade. The season not only continued, but 
proved to be one of the most brilliant in Bowl 
annals, with an honor-roll of guest artists that 
included Rose Bampton, John Barnett, Arthur 
Fiedler, Igor Gorin, Johnny Green, Jascha 


Heifetz, Thor Johnson, Marjorie Lawrence, 
Erich Leinsdorf, Oscar Levant, Eugene List, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Nan Merriman, Dimitri Mit- 
ropoulos,Wilfred Pelletier,Leonard Pennario, 
Gregor Piatigorsky, Robert Rounseville, Artur 
Rubinstein, Izler Solomon, Richard Tucker, 
Roger Wagner, Bruno Walter and Alfred 
Wallenstein. In recognition of her own victori¬ 
ous effort to save the Bowl, Mrs. Chandler 
was subsequently elected president of the 
Hollywood Bowl Association. 

Since 1925 the Hollywood Bowl has been 
the property of the County of Los Angeles and 
is operated by the Hollywood Bowl Associa¬ 
tion, a civic non-profit organization. It is, in 
every sense of the phrase, an institution of the 
people, by the people and for the people. 
And, to the millions who have sat within its 
magic compass, and heard the world's great 
masterworks performed by the finest artists 
of our time, the Hollywood Bowl has proved 
indeed that music is the universal language 
of mankind. 




























SOME OF THE RENOWNED 


SYMPHONIES UNDER THE STARS 




Itself one of the most famous landmarks in 
the United States, the Hollywood Bowl is sur¬ 
rounded by other celebrated points of interest 
that attract millions of visitors westward every 
year. Only a few blocks away is Hollywood 
Boulevard, main street of the motion picture 
capital, where tourists can match their foot¬ 
prints with the stars in the concrete forecourt 
of Grauman's Chinese Theatre or rub elbows 
with them later in the smart restaurants that 
line the avenue. Just across Cahuenga Pass 
from the Hollywood Bowl is the Pilgrimage 
Theatre, where since 1920 the inspiring Pil¬ 
grimage Play has been presented; the lighted 
cross that marks the annual production of the 
religious spectacle is clearly visible to audi¬ 
ences in the Bowl. And further east in Griffith 
Park is the Greek Theatre, a 4500-seat outdoor 
auditorium. 

Beyond this immediate circumference lies 
the legendary but very real city of Los Angeles, 
by day a vast sun-washed metropolis, by night 
a giant nebula of scattered stars. Within its 
ample boundaries are to be found some of the 
country's leading educational institutions (the 
University of Southern California, the Univer¬ 
sity of California at Los Angeles, and Califor¬ 
nia Institute of Technology are only three of 
more than thirty colleges and universities 
within a 50-mile radius of the Bowl); such out¬ 
standing repositories of fine arts as the Los 
Angeles County Art Museum and the Hunting- 
ton Library; the "television cities" of NBC and 
CBS and all the major motion picture studios; 
two of the finest race-tracks in the world, Santa 
Anita and Hollywood Park; the 100,000-seat 
Los Angeles Coliseum, where the Olympic 
Games were held in 1932 and may be again 
in I960; and, only slightly more distant, such 
irresistible attractions to the out-of-town guest 
as Marineland and Disneyland. 

Perhaps most spectacular of all the land¬ 
marks surrounding the Bowl, however, is the 
dramatic network of high-speed freeways that 
now bind Los Angeles and its neighboring com¬ 
munities together in a skein of concrete rib¬ 
bons. Today the Hollywood Bowl is one of the 
most accessible points in all Southern Califor¬ 
nia by car, with more than sixty miles of super¬ 
highways leading directly to its entrance. Yet 
the natural protection of its encompassing hills 
has kept it sheltered from the hum of traffic and 
the glare of manmade light. Under the spell of 
soft music, with only the darker silhouettes of 
the mountains breaking the horizon of the sum¬ 
mer sky, it is sometimes difficult for a visitor to 
the Hollywood Bowl to remember that he is sit¬ 
ting in the heart of one of the largest cities in 
the world. 
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One of the most cherished traditions of 
the Hollywood Bowl is the annual Easter 
Sunrise Service which, since 1921, has 
drawn thousands of early-morning wor¬ 
shippers every year to share in the dra¬ 
matic and beautiful commemoration of 
the Resurrection. It was such an Easter 
Service that provided the inspiration for 
the first regular series of summer concerts 
in the Bowl, and the ceremony has 
changed little in the intervening years. 
Families from all over the southland still 
bring thousands of calla lilies from their 
own gardens to decorate the shell and 
hundreds of surpliced children form a 
huge white cross on the stage just as their 
parents did a generation ago. And visi¬ 
tors from many distant cities make the 
pilgrimage west each Easter to partici¬ 
pate at this unique and inspiring occa¬ 
sion. In addition to Easter Services, the 
faithful of almost every creed hold reli¬ 
gious services and meetings throughout 
the year in this hill-girt outdoor setting. 
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President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Madam Chiang Kai-Shek 


Since Madame Schumann- 
Heink lent her support and 
sang at the first Women's 
World Peace Conference there 
in 1921, the Hollywood Bowl 
has been the setting for some of 
the most significant public 
assemblies of our time. Presi¬ 
dents and the heads of state 
have addressed the people 
here. Here the public has 
gathered to celebrate its holi¬ 
days and commemorate the 
dead of two world wars. Hun¬ 
dreds of rallies and pageants, 
conventions and conclaves, 
conferences and ceremonials 
have established the Holly¬ 
wood Bowl as one of our great 
national rostrums and a stead¬ 
fast sanctuary of freedom of 
speech. 


World War II Bond Rally 


Charles A. Lindbergh 


The late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Borodin's 


Prince Igor 


(1939) 


Aida Broadbent's Ballet to Ferde Grofe's "Grand Canyon Suite" (1937) 
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"Everyman", famed morality play, had Mrs. Leslie Carter in the cast, and was directed by Johannes Poulson (1936) 





















Patriotic Rally featured popular and classical artists (1944) 
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starring Maria Jeritza (1938) 


Die Walkure 


Wagner's opera 


Up In Central Park." (1946) 


Michael Todd's Broadway musical, 















FRED ASTAIRE 
RUTH ST. DENIS 
MARTHA GRAHAM 


BALLET THEATRE 


BALLET RUSSE DE MONTE CARLO 


THE DE MARCOS 
VELOZ & YOLANDA 


AGNES DE MILLE 
CARMEN AMAYA 
JOSE GRECO 


Price .48309 

Sales Tax .01691 
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